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But, deeply important as this line of evidence
is, it is not the one worked out in this little
book. Internal evidence is best studied when
the external credentials of the books in question
have been carefully considered. The main pur-
pose of this treatise is to sketch the evidencfe
from which we conclude that the Four Gospels
have been accepted from the earliest times as
the authoritative accounts of the life, teaching,
and death of the Lord Jesus.

If a new work of an old author, say a new
play of Shakspere, were discovered now, its
genuineness would of course be debated partly
on internal grounds. Its style would be com-
pared with the style of the acknowledged plays,
and the allusions in it, historical, or antiquarian,
or geographical, would be compared with the
known state of things in the poet's day. It
might conceivably stand these tests so well, that
those best fitted to judge would feel morally
certain of its genuineness. But the only thing
which could place it above suspicion would be
a knowledge of its history. Is it to be found
in any really old edition of his plays ? Is its
title given in any old list of his works ? Did
any old writer ever quote from it as Shakspere's ?